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E Sulſcribers, Minifters of the Goſpel, ha- 

ving taken a View of a ſmall Treatiſe on 

the Excellency, Worth, and Knowle ige of the 
Holy Sc-1ptures, with ſome Rules and Directions 
for underſtanding the ſame; Do give our joint 
Teftimony of its being a moſt excellent Performance, 
and containing Matter moſt inſtructing, edifying 
and ſavory - And therefore do cordially recommend 
it as a moſt valuable little Treatiſe, that cannot 
but give great Satisfattion to the attentive Reader, 
It is alſo our Opinion, that the Bearer, Robert 
Stewart Brother to the deceaſt Charles Stewart of 
Balechane, who has been at much Pains to pre- 
pare the ſaid Treatiſe, deſerves the thankful Ac- 
knowledgment of the Peritſers thereof. Mritten at 
Weſt-kirk, the Twenty ſecond Day c 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and forty Years. 


Nei. MVicar Ainiſter. 
Wm. GusTHART Minifter, 
Joux MATHISON Miniſter, 


Jo. Heesusn Miniſter. 
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To the REA DER. 


HERE is no one Duty more 
FA 09:1anded or commended in 
a #7be Word of God, or more 
Sat - practiſed by the Saints of 
Goa, than the diligent and 
* conſcientious Reading of the 

Holy Scriptures Our Saviour Chriſt com- 
mands us, not only to read them, but to 
ſearch into them *. The Apoſtle Paul com- 
mands us, not only to have them with us, 
but in us Þ; and not only to have them in 
us, but to have them dwelling and abiding 
in us, richly in all Wiſdom. David profeſ= 
ſeth of himſelf, that the Law was in the 
Midſt of his Bowels ©; and that he had 
hid the Word in his Heart d. Auſtin ſaith 
of himſelf, ** That the Holy Scriptures were 

= | 2 bis 


* John 5. 39. b Col. 3. 16. © Pfal. 40. 3. 4 Pfal. 
119. 11. Fa, 6 
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„ bis Holy Delight.” And Hierom tells us 
c one Nepotianus, 2who, by long and afſi- 
auous Meditation of the Holy Scriptures, 
had * his Breaft the Library of Jeſus 
And therefore, we bumbly pray unto 
Chriſt, to deal with us, as be did with 
his 4poſiles e, to open our Underſtanding, 
that we may underſtand aud prattiſe the 
Scriptures, to the Glory of God, and our 
own eternal Salvation. 


© Luke 24. 45. 
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HE Holy Scri the lively . 3 
72 y ptures are the | 
D DJ z Oracles of the living God 2, Ep 


I folding the Secrets of his Will tg 


2 | 
5 re, The Epiſtle of Jeſus Cf 
| 5 8 . | 

5 Myſteries of his ſweeteſt Love un- 


Charter of his Saints, Which no 
Tract of Time ſhall reverſe; where - 
by they hold of God all their preſent Emjoyments in the 
Life that now is, and all their future Hopes of that Lite 
which is to come. Chry/cſtom prefers Scripture before 
Angels, and faith, © Get you Bibles, Medicines of "the 
% Soul.” 7b eſteemed them more than his 

Food b. Paul delighted therein 3 the in ward 
Man ©. David preferred them before the Hony and 
the Hony-comb 4; and (in other Pialms) before great 
Spoil, Thouſands of Gold and Silver, all Riches; and 
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* 22 1 ' 118 d 
—* * WV T 
— — — — emma 4% —— — 2 — A 2 = 
ys K . 


| 


6 A Treatiſe on the Worth of 


therefore acccounted them his Heritage, his Counſellors, 

his Comfort, C. yea, profeſſeth his Fear did break for 

longing to God's Jadgments at all Times. And every 
odly and truly bleſſed Man ſhould make the Scriptures 

hy Delight, and meditate therein Night and Day. 5 
Notwithſtanding, how many gracious Souls are there, 
whoſe Delight is to repair often to this Sanctuary of the 
Scriptures (as Auguſtine ſtiles them) but cannot tell what 
they ſee there of the Lord, and of his Glory; who fre. 
quently read in this bleſſed Book, but (like the Erh10- 
pian Eunuch) underſtand not, or not to purpoſe, what 
they read? And this comes to paſs, 1. Partly, thro' the 
Sublimity of thoſe ſupernatural and heavebdy Myſteries 
therein revealed, whereby ſome Things are hard to be 
underſtood ©. 2. Partly, thro' the obſcure and myſteri- 
ous Manner of Scriptures revealing many Things, where- 
by the Lord would exerciſe the ſharpeſt and deepeſt Ap- 
prehenfions of Men. 3. Partly, thro* Defect of ſome 
familiar Manuduction into the Holy Scriptures, which 
might, like a Clue of Threed, conduct into theſe ſacred 
Treaſures, aud unlock the Cabinet of Chriſt's richeſt 
Jewels; which would much conduce to ripen Chriſtians 

in Scripture- knowledge. | 
.  Scripture-knowledge is of great VTorth and Conſe- 
quence to every Chriſtian; or, the Holy Scriptures are 
moſt worthy of all Chriſtians conſtant Study, and utmoſt 

Endeavours to underſtand them. For, | 

_. Iſt, The Anthor inventing and inditing the Holy 
Scriptures is GO D bleſſed for ever, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, All Scripture is divinely infpired f; Hence 
called the Oracles of God *, the Mord of Chriſt *, and 
the Saying of the Holy Ghoſt i. For the Prophecy came 
tat at any Time by the Will of Man, but hely Men 
of God ſpakeas they weremoved bythe Holy Ghoſt k. We 
are apt to value, defire to ſtudy and underſtand the 
Books of godly, learned and judicious Mens making : 
How 


v - 
e 2 Pet. 3.16. 2 Tim 3.16. ® Rom. z. 2. l Col.3.16, i Aﬀs 
28. 25, 2 Feb. I. 21. | 
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How. much more ſhould we to the utmoſt endeavour 
to underſtand the Scriptures, which are the only Books 
of God's making? Mens Writings are too much mingled 
with Vanity, Ignorance, Folly, Miſtakes, Imperfections, 
Infirmities and Corruptions ; ſavouring much of a carnal 
Spirit, when not ſpiritual: But God's Word is ſatisfacto- 
rily full, without all * moſt wiſe, faithful and 
true, without all Falſhood or Folly ; compleatly 
perfect u, beyond all Impertettion; molt pure n; and ex- 
ceedingly refined , without all Corruption, and without 
all carnal Mixtures; wholly ſpiritual, ſweetly reſem- 
bling that moſt ſpiritual Spirit that did ind ite them. 
2aly, The Amanuenſes or Penmen of the Holy Ghoſt 
for the Scriptures, were not contemptible or ordinary, but 
incomparable and extraordinary Perſons ; as Moſes, the 
meekeſt Man on Earth ?, the peculiar Favourite of G 
with whom God talked Face to Face 2 ; the Non-ſuch 
of all the Prop ets in rael © : Hammel, that mighty 
Man in Prayer * : David the King, that Man after God's 
own Heart * : King Hlomon, that wileſt of all the 
Kings u, whom God honoured with the Building of the 
Temple *: Daniel, in whom was found an excellent 
Spirit *, and great Dexterity in expounding Secrets and 
Myſteries T: ohn, the Diſciple whom Jeſus loved 
above all the reſt *, who leaned on Jeſus's Breaſt à: Paul, 
who was caught up into the third Heavens b, whoſe Wri- 
tings., (faith Ch73/oſtoim) like a Wall of Adamant com- 
| paſs about, or ſurround all the Churches. In a Word, 
all of them holy Men of God, moved by the Holy Ghoſt ©, 
Theſe being the Pemnen, how incomparable and extra- 
ordinary muſt their Writings needs be! who would not 
ſtudy * Gay and earneſtly pry into them? Py 
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1 Pſal. 19. 7, 9. ® P/al. 19. 7. & SINKS; 16, 19. n P/al. 19. 
9. »Fſal. 119. 140. P Num. 12. 3. 4 Exod. 33. 11. Deut. 34. 
10.  Pſal. 99. 6, Fer. 15. 1. with 1 Sam. 7. © Aﬀs 13. 24 
v 1 Kings 3. 12. Nh. 13. 260. 2 Sam. 7. 13. Dan. 9 
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$ 
zy, The Matter of the Scriptures is moſt invitin 

able to allure the Hearts of Men and Angels to the Study 
of them, yea, to tranſport and raviſh their Spirits in 
the underſtanding of them. Herein are revealed moſt 
profound and inexplicable Myſteries. The Nature of 
Ihe bleſſed God, SIMPLE, without Compoſition ; ALL. 
SUFFICIENT „, without any external Addition; 
-IMMUT ABLE ©, without all Shadow of Al- 
teration; ET ERNATL f; IMMENSES; IN- 
COMPREHENSIB LE; OMNIPRE- 
SENT ; and wholly INFINITE, without all Li- 
mitation, c. The Unizy of Eſſence i. The 7rinity 
of Perſons  ; the Father not _ the Son, nor either 
of them the Holy Ghoſt, yet all of them the Holy 
God. The Kecrets of God's eternal Counſels, eſpe- 
cially touching the electing of his own in Chriſt *, 
predeſtinating of them to the Adoption of Children ?, 
when all others are ws by. The curious Order of the 
Creation, to bring his Purpoſes to paſs. The Perms/- 
fron of Man's Fall from the Pinacle of his natural Inte- 
grity, that thereby He might take Occaſion to glorify 
the Height of Juſtice and Mercy in raifing him up by 
\ Chriſt to a far higher Pitch of ſupernatural Felicity. 
The Perſon and Office of Feſus Chriſt the Mediator, and 
both altogether J/onderfu} n. God and Man united in 
one Perſon ®, to unite God and Man in one Covenant: 
The Son of God became the Son'of Man, to make the 
Sons of Men the Sons of God,; a King, to ſubdue all 
Enemies to us, and us to himſelf; a Propher, to un- 
vail the Boſom-ſecrets of his Father unto us; a Prieſt, 
offering up himſelf upon himſelf, by himſelf ; offering 
up himſelf, the Sacrifice, as Man; upon himſelf, the 
Altar, as God; by himſelf, the Prieſt, as God-Man. 

Chriſt was humbled, and thereby we exalted; Chriſt 
1 Woun- 


d cen. 17. 1. James 1. 17. Pſal. go, 2. & 102, 26, 27. 
tg Kings 8. 27. & Fer. 23, 24 * Pſal. 139. 1, 12. Deut. 6. 4, 

1 Cor. F 
mn 1/4. 9. 


Cripture- tnotuileage. 
wounded, we heaJed ; Chriſt accuſed, we cleared; Chih 
condemned, we juſtified and acquitted ; Chriſt aceurſed, 
we blefled ; Chriſt lain, we live; and Chriſt conque- 
red, that ſo we might be more than Conquerors through 
Chriſt that loves us. What ſhall I fay? In Scripture is 
revealed how Enemies are reconciled, Sinners juſtified, 
Aliens adopted, Beggars made Heirs and Co-heirs 
with Chriſt ; and how Duſt and Aſees ſhall be glorified 
for evermore. | 

Here are unfolded the Covenant of Grace ®, wholly 

made up of heavenly Cordials ; the Promiſes of the 
Life that now is, and that which is to come v, exceed- 
ing great and precious * ; the Comforts of God *, able 
to counterpoite the deepeſt Diſconſolation; and Com- 
mands * ſurpaſſing all the Laws in the World, in Holt. 
neſs, Juſtice and Goodneſs. | 
Here are diſtovered the Miſeries of all that are in the 
firſt Adam, the Felicities of all that are in the ſecond 
Adam, and the Way how poor Souls are tranſlated from 
theſe Miſeries to thoſe Felicities. 
Here you ſhall find, 1. God deſcending to Man, in 
reparing all ſpiritual Privileges for Sinners in Jeſug 
hriſt our Saviour, in tendering richeſt Grace by Coves 
nant-promiſes and Ordinances, and in applying theſe 
Preparations and Tenders actually to the Soul by the 
Spirit. 2. Man aſcending unto God, by the Spirituali- 
zing of his Nature, Acting of his Faith, Aſpiring of 
his Deſires, Fervency of his Prayers, and holy Tenden- 
cy of his Converſation : Yea, both God and Man ſweet- 
ly cloſing together in a moſt intimate Communion in 
ſel Chriſt, hich is 4s another Paradiſe, and Heaven 
on ; | ; 
In a Word, What is there not in Holy Seriptures? 
Are we poor ? Here's a Treaſury af Riches. Are we 
fick? (Chryſoſtom) Here's a Shop of Soul- medicines, 

Are we fainting ? —_— Cabinet of Cordials, Arg 
1 | : Ww$ 


et. — „ 
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we Chriſtleſs? Here's the Star that leads to Chriſt, 
Are. we Chriſtians ? Here's the Band that keeps in Chriſt, 
Are we afflicted ? Here's our Solace. Are we perſe- 
cuted ? Here's our Protection. Are we deſerted ? Here's 
our Recovery, Are we tempted ? Here's our Sword and 
Victory . Are we young? Here's our Beauty. Are we 
old? Here's our Wiſdom. While we live, here's the 
Rule of our Converſation ; when we die, here's the 


Hope of our Glorification. So that I may (with Ter- 


zullian) adore the Fulneſs of the Scripture : Oh bleſ- 
fed (Scriptures! Who can know them, and not love 
them 2 Who can love them, and not delight to medi- 
tate \in them Night and Day ? Who can meditate in 
them, and not deſire to love them, love to defire them, 
and both deſire and love to underſtand them? This is 
the Book of Books; as David ſaid of Galiath's Sword, 
There's none like that. Said one, F 


©” Other Writings Chaff unfold, 
* "Scriptures yicid the pureſt Gold; 
Others dote on chaffy Gains, 


Gather then theſe Golden Grains. 


TL übe our papers (ſaid Auruſtine) and bring 
* amongſt us the Books of God; hear Chriſt's ſaying, 
“ hear Truth ſpeaking, Sc. I may cloſe up this Para- 


graph with his Words, who thus emphatically expreſ- 


ſes himſelf; The ſacred Scripture is the Book of Life, 
* :whoſe Original is eternal, whoſe Eſſence is incorporeal, 
* whoſe Knowledge is Life, whoſe Writing is indelible, 


<« whoſe Inſpect is deſirable, whole Doctrine is eaſy, whoſe 


Knowledge is ſweet, - whoſe Depth is unſearchable, 
„ whoſe Words are innumerable, and only one Word, 
ALT,” 3 0 By ATR 


Aly, The Form of Scripture both inward and out- 


wurd, if well conſidered, commands all poſſible En- 
dcavours and Induſtry for the Underſtanding thereof. 
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 ecripture-knowledge. 11 
- (1.). The inward Form is that accurate Conformity 
of the Things kid down in Scripture to that infallible 
and eternal Truth of God's own Vaderſtandid that in- 
dited and revealed them. Writi compiled by 
Men carry in them a Conformity to the Idea in their 
Underſtanding, which being ſubject to Ignorance, Er- 
ror and Corruption, thro' the Imperfection that is in them, 
muſt needs produce Writings ſemblably imperfeR; ignorant, 
erroneous and corrupt. But no ſuch Thing can be in- 
eident to the Scriptures, which are conform to the Di- 
vine Underſtanding of the only wiſe God u; which is 
infinite v, unſearchable, and wholly admirable ; which 
is all Light, without any Darkneſs at all, faith Slvzan; 
all Truth, without the leaſt Error; all perfect, without 
any Shadow of Imperfection; all pure, without any Co- 
lour of Corruption. So that the Scriptures of themſelves - 
cannot lead us unto Error; but, the more we truly un- 
derſtand them, the more our Minds ſhall be enriched with 
Truth, and elevated to a Conformity to the * ſupreme 
Truth of God. | EY e 
* (2.) The outward Form of the Scriptures; or Manner 
how Things are therein revealed, is not only 1 
eaſy, nor only dark or difficult, but rather (faith Augu- 
fine) mixt of both; ſome Things being facile, ſome 
Things being hard to be underſtood; ſome Places are 
ſuch Shallows wherein Lambs need not be afraid to wade, 
ſome again ſuch Deeps as Elephants may be inforced to 
ſwim, By Plainneſs God nouriſhes the Weakeſt, 


Obſcureneſs he exerciſes the Acuteſt, (as Auguſtine ha 


intimated.) - That Facility occafion not our Contempt of 

Scriptures, there are interwoven ſome Difficulties z which 
Difficulties deter not from the Study of Scripture,” there 
being intermingled ſome Facilities. For, as e notes, 
64 If all were ſhut up, how ſhould obſcure Things be 
e revealed? If all Things were hid, whence ſhould the 


© Soul have Ability to knock for the Opening of Things 


4 ſhutup? Is therefore * Capacity weaker ? here's Re- 
| 7 5 
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e lief for our, Infirmity: Is our r e deeper? 
u here's Work enough for the ſharpeſt Perſpicuity. So 
&% that the moſt Ignorant need not be afraid, the moſt 
Intelligent need not be aſhamed, of Endeavours after 
n .Scripture-underſtanding. ” 
(3.) The Eu is ee and excellent, for which God 
tommitted his Word to Writing, and that Writing to us, 
vi. For Doctrine, that Faith and Truth may be aſſerted. 
For Reproof or Conviction, that Error may be confuted; 
as Athanaſius ſaid, Hereticks are to be ſtoned with 
* -Scripture-arguments.” For Correction of Manners e- 
normous or offenſive ; for Inſtruction in the Paths of 
Righteouſneſs ; and for Conſolation, that drooping de- 
zected diſtreſſed Spirits may not be overwhelmed. Now 
then, if we ſtudy not to underſtand the Scriptures, how, 
in Doctrinals, they, 1. aſſert the Truth, 2 confute Error; 
how, in Practicals, they, 1. direct in Well-doing, 2. cor- 
rect for Ill-doing; we truſtrate the chief End and Scope 
why the Scriptures were imparted unto us. 
(g.) How acceptable is our Study and Underſtanding 
of the Scripture udto God? For, 

1. He commands us this Way to beſtow ourſelves. 
Starch the Scriptures *. Let the Word of Chriſt in- 
dull in you richly in all Miſlom *. Not be, but dell 
with you; not dwell 2 ti you, but dwell in you, yea, 
indꝛrell in you (Greek : ) Not indwell in you, but divell 
in 125 richly : Not only detell in you richly, but in all 

i Hits ! 
2. He commends them that have induſtriouſly ac- 
uainted themſelves with the Scriptures. Timothy, that 
from 4 Child he had known the Holy $:71ptures V, able to 
make him wife unto Salvation. Apollos, that he was an 
eloquent Men, and mighty in the Scriptures. The Bereans, 
that they were nobler 7han theſe of Theffalonica, in that 
* they received the Word with all Readineſs of Mind, and 
ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe T hings were 


fo. And he makes it one Character of the as He: 
| | | cl- 


feln 5.39, X Cel 4.56, Y Iim 3.15: 
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bleſſed Man, Pal. 1. 1, 2. That his Delight is in the 
5 of the Lord, and therein he meditates Day and 
ight. | 
4 He condemns the contrary Unskilfulneſs in the 
Scriptures, as the Infirmity of Babes *, yea, as the Root 
of all Error in Spirituals; Do ye not err, becauſe ye know 
not the 1 1 1 1 TR | h | 
Appoſitely ſaith Chry/oſtom to this Purpoſe, © Igno- 
2 ee of 15 Scri . 1 brought forth Hereſi 
« hath brought in Corruption of Lite, hath turned al 
“ 'Things upfide down. Ignorance of the Scriptures 
&« js a very Hell” And elſewhere he faith, It is the 
% Cauſe of all Evils, to be ignorant of the Scriptures.” 
Hierom alſo to like Purpoſe, © He that knows not the 
&* Scriptures, knows not the Power of God, and his 
„% Witdom.” The Ignorance of Scriptures is the Igno- 


tance of Chrift, 


4. In a Word, he promiſes Happineſs to the right Un- 
derſtanding of the Scriptures. F ye know theſe Things, 
happy are you if ye do them. And ſometimes notably 
rewards them that endeavour to underftand them. While 
the Ethiopian Eunuch read the Prophet Iſaiah, that he 
might underſtand it, the Lord ſent Philip to inſtruct him, 
— to convert him; the Eunuch was baptized, and went 
on his Way rejoicing . 

Finally, The true and ſolid Underſtanding of the Scri- 
pture 1s the Foundation of all poſſible Benefit or Ad- 
vantage by the Scripture, For how ſhould we forſake 
Sin, deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts *, and labour to 
get out of our carnal Condition, till by Scripture we are 
convinced of the Sinfulneſs of Sin, and Danger of our 
natural Condition? How ſhould we defire Chriſt earneſt- 
ly, or accept Chriſt - delightfully, till we underſtand by 
the Scripture what Want we have of Chriſt, what Worth 
there is in Chriſt ? Till we underſtand Scripture-prin- 
ciples, how ſhall we receive them? Till we un _ 

| * 


= Heb. 5.13. Mat. 22.29. Þ Fobn 13. . As 8, 28, 29, 
&c. d Tit. 1. 10. 


4 Rules for gamma 
; er how ſhall we believe them? Till we 
vnderſtand Scripture- commands, how ſhall we obey 
them? Till we underſtand Scripture- directions, how 
ſhall we follow them? And, till we underſtand Scripture- 
comforts, what ſupporting Sweetneſs can we expect from 
them? O therefore labour diligently to underſtand the 
Counſels of God; then you will have immediate Capa- 
city of reaping all * ho Benefits by the Word of God. 
Saith Hierm, The Underſtanding of the Scriptures is 
& the true Meat and Drink which we have from the Word 
of God. Therefore (as he alſo faith) let's fetch fit 
% Timber out of the Scriptures, to build in ourſelves an 
« Houſe of Waildom.”  —_ | 
Hitherto of the Worth of Scripture-knowledge. Now 
of; the Way how to attain it. That Holy Scriptures 
may be more profitably and clearly underſtood, certain 
Rules or Directions are to be obſerved and followed, 


— — 
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RU LE I 


B EG Wiſdom of the only wiſe God, who gives li- 
berally and upbraids not ©, that by God's Wiſdom 
may know God's Mind; by the Aſſiſtance of that 
Spirit which indited the Scripture, you may diſcern the 
true Senſe and Meaning of the Scriptures. For what 
the Woman ſaid of Jacob's Well, may much more be 
affirmed of theſe Wells of Salvation, '7 hou haſt nothing 
to draw with, and the Well is Jeep . Scripture-myſte- 
ries are profound, our Capacities very ſhallow ; when we 
know moſt, we know but in Part s: Therefore pray 
with Hierom, I defire to enter into thy Houſe the 
« Church, by thy Way the Scriptures; O direct me 
* aright thereunto. ” Intreat the Lord to anaint thine 


Eye with Eye: ſalve, that thou mayſt ſee d; to wy” _ 
| re 


| e Yam, 1. f. f Fohn4.1t, 8 1 Cor. 13.9, b Rer. 3. 18. 
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Underſtanding, as ſometimes he did the Apoſtles, to um. 
derſtand the Scriptures *, When chou ſetteſt thyſelf 
to peruſe the Scripture from Day to Day, forget not to 
dart up David's ſweet Petition unto God, Open thou 
mine Eyes, that I may ſee wondrous T hings out of thy 


Wot If 

ABOUR ſineerely after a truly gracious Spirit; 
then thou ſhalt be peculiarly able to penetrate in- 

to the inward Marrow and Myſteries of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. He will beſt A Scripture-meaning in 
his Head, that hath got the Scripture-law written in his 
Heart. Thou wilt never (faith Bernard) underſtand 
* Paul's Meaning, unleſs thou drinkeſt of Paul's Spirit. 
Gracious Perſons are illuminated Perſons ! ; they have 24 
ren, e them all T hings neceflary to Sal- 
vation, The Lord delights to impart his Secrets to them 
that fear him, What Man is he that feareth the Lord? 
him ſhall he teach in the Way that he ſhall chuſes 
T he Secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and 
be will ſhew them his Covenant n. Chriſt hath promiſed 
to manifeſt himſelf peculiarly to them that love him, fo 
as not unto the World *: And, where Chriſt is ſo ma- 
niteſted, the Senſe of Scripture is ſingularly maniteſted ; 
for Chriſt is the Kernel of the Scripture. _ tag 
The graceleſs Man, tho' by Licht of Nature, and 
Accompliſhments of Art, he may know much of Scrip- 
ture theoretically and ſpeculatively; yet his Light is 
but Darkneſs ;* he reaches not to the Lite of Underſtan- 
ding ; knows God's Mind in Scripture only as we know 
far Countries by Maps: But the gracious Perſon under. 
ſtands the Scriptures experimentally and feelingly, 4 a 
b ; ; . = 7 WI 6 ra; 


i Luke 24. 45. K Pſal. 119. 18. 1 Heb, 10. 33, 34 ® Pſal. 24 
12, 14, Sc, a Fobn 14, 21, 22, 23. 85 
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Traveller knows remote Countries, in which he hath 
actually been. T he natural Man receiveth nat the Things 
of the Spirit of Gad: For they are Foolifaneſs unto him: 
Neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned. But he that is ſpiritual judgeth all T hi Ng | 
e have the Mind of Chriſt o. | | 


On od at - — 


Norm 


P ER USE the Scriptures ſtill with an humble ſelf. 
| denied Heart, Be not puffed up or conceited with 
thine own Knowledge, or other Perfections. He that 
thinks he knows any J hing, knows nothing yet as he ought 
toknow ?. Empty Veſſels are moſt — 8 ſo are ſelf- 
emptying Minds. It is a great He P to Knowledge 
„ (Becanus faith) not to be ignorant of our Ignorance ; 
« for Senſe of Want ſpurs on Endeavours after Bnjoy- 
ment.“ The fructifying Showers quickly glide away 
from the lofty Hills, but they ſtay and ſoak in the low 
Valleys, God, that reſiſterh he Proud, yet gives Grace 
zo the Humble and Zowwly *; aud, among other Graces, 
the Grace of Knowledge and Underſtanding : For <v/rh 
the Lowly is Wiſdom. The Meek (or Humble) ill 
Ze guide in Judgment, and the Meek ⁊vill he teach his Way *. 
Thus Chriſt faith, I zhank thee, O Father, Lord of Hea- 
den and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe Things from 
the Wiſe and Prudent, but revealed them unto Babes f, 
| Whence Zecanus notes, That ſuch as are proud, and 
4 attribute to their own Wiſdom, attain not to the true 
1 Senſe of Scripture.” Be therefore clothed with Hu- 
mility in Uſe of Scripture, that true Scripture-knowledge 


may increaſe. 
7 RULE 


a 9 1 Coy. 2. 14, 15, 10. Þ 1 Cov. 8. 2. 4 Prev. 3. 34. Fames 4. (. 
"& 3 Pept. 5. 5. r Pſal, 28. 9. i Mat, 11. 25. | 7 F 
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RET L SY 
Þ AMILIARIZE the Scripture to thyſelf, by con- 
ſtant and methodical Exerciſe therein. od 


and Order, as it is the Mother of Memory, fo it is a fin» 
gular Friend to a clear Underſtanding. The Generality 
of the Scripture hath ſuch a Contexture and Coherence 
que Part with another, that ſmall Inſight into it will be 
gained by reading it confuſedly and ditorderly ; therefore 
read the whole in Order. Diverſe have publiſhed Di- 
rections how to read over the whole Scripture methodi - 
cally once a-Year, c. Conſult them, Sc. But be con- 
ſtant in Peruſal and ſtudying of the Scriptures ; hereby 
Scripture Phraſe and Senſe will become familiar and facile. 
How hard at firſt to write, to play on an Inſtrument ? 897. 
But, by multiplying Acts, Men get Habits, and write, 
play, Ec. with Facility and Dexterity. Uſe not Scrip- 
ture only by Fits and Starts, in ſome good Pangs or 
Moods, &c. but habitnally converſe with Scripture, 
trade in them, meditate therein Night and Day: Ze 
the Mord of Chriſt not only lodge or ſojourn in you, but 
even dwell in you. Hence theſe Commands of God to 
his People of old; This Book of the Law foall not de- 
part out of thy Mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate therein 
Day and Night. Theſe Words ſhall be in thine Heart, 
and thou foalt het them diligently upon thy Children, aud 
ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and 
a0 hen thou <valkeſt by the Way, and when thou leſt down, 
and when thou ri ſſt up; and thou ſhalt bind them for a 
Sign upon thine Hand *, &c. 


* — — 
RULE V. 
[JNDERSTAND. Scripture according to the 

Theological Analogy , or common Rule of 
1 „ 
t Pens 6,6, 7, 8, 9, 10. u Rom. 12, K DO 
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Faith and Love. Anamoly, i. e. irregularly, is ſome 
Deviation from the Rule, or Exception againſt the 
Rule: To this, here, Analogy is oppoſed. By this 
Analog y, underſtand a certain Epitome of Scriptures, 
or brief Abridgment of Chriſtian Religion, collected out 
of the plain Places of Scripture, according to which other 
dark and figurative Expreſſions in Scripture are to be ex- 
plained. This Analogy of Faith — Love Paul char- 
ges Timothy to hold faſt. Hold faſt that (Delineation, 
Draught, Platform, Pattern, or) Form of ſound Words, 
which thou haſt heard of me, in Faith and Love which 
ig in Chriſt Feſus v. Where ſeems to be intimated, a 
Syſtem or Form of Doctrine communicated from Paul 
to Timothy, according to which, Ziothy was to ſteer 
by a Compals. This Form of Doctrine is deſcribed 
here, (1.) By the general Nature of it; a Form of 
fornd Words, a Draught or Model of wholeſom Do- 
ctrine. (2.) By the principal Parts of it, into which it 
is branched, viz. 1. Faith, 2. Love. Faith compri- 
ſeth credenda, all Things to be believed, as in the Creed 
taken out of Scripture. Love contains facienda, all 
the Things to be done, as in the Decalogue, Lord's 
Prayer and Sacramental Inſtitutions, which are Scrip- 
ture. Into theſe two the whole Body of Divinity is 
uſually diſtributed. (3.) By the primary Foundation u- 
pon which this Form of ſound Words is built, vis. 
Chriſt Feſus. Compare herewith 1 Cor. 3. 11. Eph. 2. 20. 
So that if, in many Places of Scripture, the. Word or 
Letter of the Text be repugnant to the Analogy of 
Faith and Love, it is not to be underſtood properly and 
literally, but improperly and figuratively. As "A In- 
ſtance, T his is my Body-—T his is my Blood *, &c. 
This cannot be underſtood properly, that the Bread and 
Wine are Chriſt's Body and Blood; for that is contrary 
to the Analogy or Rule of Faith, which tells us, that 
Chriſt's Human Nature is aſcended into Heaven; }/ how 
E | | ze 


2 Tim. 1.13. * Mat, 26, 26, 29, Mark 14. 22,24; Lale 12. 
I9, 20, 1 Cor, II, 24, 256 2 # % 4 ; 
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the Heavens muſt contain till the Reſtitution of all Things V:. 
Therefore it is to be ' underſtood figuratively,” and in a 
facramental Senſe; the Sign being put for the Thing 
ſignified, by a Metonymy. So we are commanded to 
eat Chriſt's Fleſh. * ; and in Matthew to pluck out our 
right He, cut off our right Hand, if they offend us 2. 
We cannot read any of theſe literally and properly; for 
that were againſt the Analogy or Rule of Love, Tο⁰ 
ſhalt not kill b: Therefore we muſt ſeek for a ſpiritual 
and improper Senſe, vi. eating Chriſt's Fleſh, not car- 
nally with our Teeth, but ſpiritually by Faith, 3. e. be- 
lieving in Chriſt crucified, Ec. as alſo denying all Cor- 
ruptions, corrupt Affections, Inclinations, or Occaſio 
tho' as dear and uſeful as right Hand or right Bye 
unto us. Thus, this Rule, fathfully followed, will 
clear many hard. and intricate Paſſages in Scripture. It 
is therefore of ſingular Conſequence to every one that 
defires ſolidly to underſtand the Scriptures, / to be well 
grounded in the Fundamentals and-Principles of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, without which, like a Ship without 
Ballaſt, a Man ſhall be carried azvay avith every Wind 
of vain Dofrine ©, perverting or miſtaking the Scrip- 


tures. 


RULE VL 


E well acquainted with, 1. Order, 2. Titles, 3. Times, 

4. Penmen, 5. Occaſion, 6. Scope, and 7. princi- 
pal Parts of the Books of the Old and New Teſtaments, 
Theſe will much promote the ſolid and judicious Un- 
derſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, and e the pre- 
cious Treaſures thereof unto you. And the Titles of 
ſome of theſe Books ſummarily ſignify to us the chief 
Matter of the Book; as Geneſis, the Generations of the 
Heaven and Earth; Exodus, 1/raeÞs Departure out of 
C2 * E.: 


y Act, 3.33, 2 Johns. 53. a Mat, 5, 29, 30. b Exod. 20, 13. 
© Fph. 4. 14. | 
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Exypt, &c. 2. Some of them declare the inſtrumental 
Authors or Penmen of them; as the Titles of Prophets 
Books, 1/aiah, &c. who being extraordinary Men of 
God, guided by the Spirit, their Books are of Divine 
Authority. Some denote the Churches, or particular 
| Perfons, for whoſe Sakes immediately ſome Parts of Scrip- 
ture were penned, which affords Light to divers Paſ- 
ſages therein. 2. The Times of the Books ſet forth: 
Partly, the Length or Space of Time in which Things 
related were done; as in hiſtorical Books, which ſerve 
to diſcloſe the Connection and Continuance of the Hi- 
ſtoty and Chronology. Partly, the Time or Seaſon when 
the Books were written; which ſerves to clear the Un- 
derſtanding of divers particular Paſſages, which otherwiſe 
would be very difficult, both in the Prophets, and in 
the Apoſtles. Therefore, as the Archer fixeth his Eye 
ſtedfaſtly on the Mark, when he would ſhoot accurately; 
fo ſtill fix your Thought upon the Occaſion and Seaſon 
of the Scriptures, when you would peruſe them under- 


ſtandingly. 


l 


HEEDFULLY and judiciouſly to obſerve the ac- 
curate Concord and Harmony of the Holy Scrip- 
tures: Tho' written by ſeveral Perſons, at ſeveral 
Times, in ſeveral Places, yet one and the ſame Spirit 
inditing ALL. The Diſcord is in our Minds, rather 
than in God's Word: Hence Auguſtine ; © Let us be 
* at Concord in our own Heart, and the Scripture will 
% have no Diſcord in it.” There are principally 2 
notable Reſpects, in which Scriptures ſometimes ſeem 
moſt contrary, repugnant and oppoſite one to another, 
when yet they are not diſſonant, but conſonant, and 
ſweetly concording one with another; as, 1. When the 
Word or Phraſe is uſed in ſeveral Places, not in the ſame, 
but in ſeveral Senſes and Acceptations. 2. When they 
| treat 
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treat, not of the ſame, but ot ſeveral Subjects. 3. When 
they ſpeak, not of the ſame, but of ſeveral Parts of a 
Thing. 4. When they ſpeak not in ſeveral Places accor- 
ding to the fame, but ſeveral Reſpects. 5. When they 
intend not the fame, but ſeveral "Times, Theſe Things; 
well confidered, will lay a notable Foundation for re- 
conciling all Places of Scripture that ſeem to be any 
way oppoſite one to another. Take the IIluſtrations of 
them ſeverally. 

1/t, Scriptures ſeem oppoſite, but are not, when the 
fame Word or Phraſe in ſeveral Places is uſed, not in 
the ſame, but in ſeveral Senſes and Acceptations ; for 
the fame Words have oft- times ſeveral Significations. In 
ſuch Caſe, diſtinguiſh the ſevera} Acceptations, and the 
Scriptures agree. As Paul faith, Work out your own 
Salvation <vtrh Fear and Trembling a. But John faith, 
There is no Fear in Love, but perfect Love caſteth out 
Fear ©, &c. Theſe Places are not oppoſite : Becauſe 
the Word (Fear) in ohn, ſignifies a baſe, ſervile, ilaviſn 
Fear; in Paul, a filial, child-like, religious Fear. In 
this Senſe it is ſaid of the Samaritans, feared the 
Lord *; and again, They feared not the Lord, i. e. They 
feared the Lord ſervilly and hypocritically ; but they 
feared him not religiouſly, filially, fincerely. Not 
to fear God aright, is not to fear him at all. Again, 
Chriſt faith, a Man keep my Saying, he ſhall never 
fee Death s.: But Paul faith, It is appointed to all Men 
once to die b. Yet here's no Oppofition : For Chriſt 
ſpeaks of Death Spiritual and Eternal; Paul, of Death 
Temporal and Corporal. Further, Feremeah faith, 
Curſed be the Man that truſteth in Mani; Chriſt faith, 
Except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man— ye haue no 
Life in you *. By Eating, underſtand Believing, v. 47. 
Yet there's no Oppoſition. Man fignifies either mere 
Man, who is vain, deceitful, CC. of him Feremiab 


ſpeaks : 
« Phil. 2. 12. © 1 Foln 4. 18. f 2 Rings 17. 32, 
t hn 8. 51. Heb. . 27. i Fer. 17. 5, * ok 5 1 34. 
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ſpeaks: Or Man ſubſiſting in the ſecond: Perſon of God 5 
of him Chriſt ſpeaks. Aiaſes faith, God reſted on the 
ſeventh Lay from all his Work ' : But Chriſt faith, My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work m. Yet here's 
no Oppoſition : For the Works of God are either Works 
of Creation, whereby new Kinds of Creatures are made 
or Works of Conſervation and Providence, ſuſtaining 
and- governing his Works created, So Moſes intended, 
that God reſted from his Works of Creation; 1o Chriſt 
meant, the Father and he wrought ſtill, Add hereunto 
Chriſt ſaith, F any Man come to me, and hate not his 
Father and Mother, and Wife and Chillren, and Brethren 
and Siſters, yea, and his own Life alſo, be cannot be my 
Di/tiple n: But Paul faith, Husbands, love your Wives . 
No Oppoſition : For Hatred is taken either properly and 
abſolutely 3 ſo underſtand Paul: Or comparatively, a 
Jeſs Love being counted Hatred; of that underſtand 
Chriſt. Moreover, Paul ſaith, T herefore wwe conclude 
that a Man is juſtified by Faith without the Deeds of the 
Lare v: But James faith, Ie ſee then how that by Works 
Man ts juſtified, and not by Faith only a. Yet no real 
Oppoſition : For Juſtification, in Pauls Senſe, fignifies 
an : inſtrumental Application of God's Righteouſneſs, 
vir. Jeſus Chriſt to ourſelves, and fo Faith alone juſti- 
ſies before God; but Juſtification, in Zames's Senſe, ſig- 
nifies à declarative Manifeſtation of the Truth of that 
Faith whereby we are juſtified, by the Fruits and Works 
of it. Paul ſpeaks of our Juſtification before God; 
James, of our Juſtification before Men: Paul, of the 
Juſtification of our Perſons by Faith; James, of the 

Juſtification of our Faith itſelf by Works. 
2 2dly, Holy Scriptures ſeem oppoſite, but are not, when 
they treat not of the ſame, but of ſeveral Subjects, or ſe- 
veral Matters. As Chriſt promiſed the Apoſtles, Myen 
the Spirit of Truth ſhould come, he ſhould guide them into 
| all 


1 Gen. 2.3. ® Fohn 5.17. n Luke 14.26, © Col, 3.19, Eph, 
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all Truth r, But Paul teſtifieth, that Peter erred, aud 
a to be blamed . Here are ſeveral Subjects, vis. 
Doctrine and Practice. As to Doctrine, the Apoſtles 
erred not therein, becauſe they had it immediately from 
God; but, as to Matter of Practice, Peter there erred, 
diſſembling Fellowſhip with the Gentiles for fear of the 
eus. Nor were any of the Apoſtles exempted from Sin 
and Error in Practice. Again, it is ſaid in one Place 
that Elijah ent up by a Whirlwind into Heaven *: And 
in another, Behold, I will ſend you Elijah the Prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful Day of the 
Lord u. Yet theſe Places oppoſe not one another: Be- 
cauſe here are ſeveral Subjects ſpoken of; the former be- 
ing Elijah the Tiſhbite ; the latter John the Baptiſt, the 
New-Teſtament Elijah, ſo called, becauſe he came in the 
Spirit and Porter of Elijah *. Furthermore, hn the 
Baptiſt being asked if he were Elias; anſwered, I am 
not Y: And yet Chriſt ſaith, Zobn Baptiſt was that Elias 
which was for to come *, viz. not perſonally, but vir- 
tually. So here's no Oppoſition. 
z Ay, Scriptures ſeem oppoſite, but are not, when tho 
they ſpeak of the fame Matter or Subject, yet they intend 
not the ſame, but ſeveral Parts thereof. As Paul; It 
me dwells no good Thing * : And yet he faith, I dehight 
in the Law of God *; which is doubtleſs good. Yet 
theſe oppole not; becauſe, in the former, Paul ſpeaks 
of his carnal unregenerate Part; In ine, that is, in my Fleſh, 
drwells no good Thing: In the latter, of his ſpiritul rege- 
nerate Part; I delight in the Law of God after the inner 
Man. Again, Chriſt ſaith, My Father is greater than 
J: But Pau! faith, Chriſt Jeſus being in the Form of 
God, thought it not Robbery to be equal with God d. Yet 
no Oppoſition : For in Chriſt's Perſon are two Natures, 
wiz, of GOD and MAN © Now, as Chriſt is God 
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ſo he is equal to the Father, as Paul meant: As Chriſt 
= an, ſo the Father is greater than he, as himſelf 


—— te 1 
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RULE vnI. 


LEAEN that excellent Art of explaining and un- 
_ derſtanding the Scriptures by the Scriptures. The 
Scriptures in ſome Places ſpeak more darkly and dubi- 
ouſly; in other Places they expreſs the ſame Things 
more clearly and certainly, The doubtful are to be ex- 
plained by the certain, as dark Places by thoſe that are 
clear; as Auguſtine noteth: As, Peter being to prove 
* to the Zezos Chriſt's Reſurrection by Scripture, vis. 
« Thou hilt not leave my Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer thine 
ce holy One to ſee Corruption ©; he alledgeth, for clea- 
< ring this, another Scripture, to evince that this Promiſe 
% was made to David concerning Chriſt, and could not 
« properly be intended of David himſelf; Men and 
* Brethren, let me ſpeck freely to you of the Patriarch 
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his Se- 
« pulchre is with us until this Day. T herefare, he being 
« Prophet, and knowing that God had ſworn with an 
% Oath 5, &c.“ Certainly Scripture is the beſt Expoun- 
der of itlelf. © Scripture-expoſition of itſelf (as Augu- 
ſtine, and before him Treneus, obſerved) is moſt regu- 
* larandiafe.” Let us (faith Chryſoſtom) attend to the 
Scope of Scripture, which interprets itſelf, and ſuffers 
not its Hearer to err.” The Gold was not ſanctified 
* (faith Origen) without the Temple; no more any 
Senſe, but what is drawn out of the Scripture,” And 
moſt excellently ¶ Hilary; ) © He is the beſt Reader, that 
A interprets Sayings by Sayings ; and brings not an In- 
® terpretation to Scripture, nor impoſeth a Senſe upon 
& Scripture, but draws it from Scripture, &c. 


* Pſal. 16. 10. 8 AFs 2, 25, 29, 30, &c. 
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Now, that we may more ſucceſsfully and clearly un- 
derſtand Scripture by Scripture, theſe enſuing Particulars 
are to be -oblerved ; | | 

1ſt, That Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator, and the Salva- 
tion of Sinners by him, are the very Subſtance, Marrow, 
Soul, and Scope of the whole Scriptures ; as many Paſ- 
ſages not obſcurely intimate to us b. What are the whole 
Scriptures, but as it were the ſpiritual Swadling- clothes 
of — Holy Child Jeſus? 1. Chriſt is the Truth and 
Subſtance of all the Types and Shadows. 2. Chriſt is 
the Matter and Subſtance of the Covenant of Grace un- 
der all Adminiſtrations : Under the Old Teſtament Chriſt 
is vailed, under the New Covenant revealed. 3. Chrift 
is the Centre and Meeting-place of all the Promites x 
For in him all the Promiſes of God are Tea, and 
they are Amen . 4. Chriſt is the Thing ſignified, 
ſealed and exhibited in all the Sacraments of Old or 
New Teſtament, whether ordinary or extraordinary. 
5. Scripture-genealogies are to lead us on the true Line 
of Chriſt. 6. Scripture-chronologies are to diſcover to 
us the Times and Seaſons of Chriſt. 7. Scripture-laws 
are our Shoolnafter, . to bring us unto Chriſt æ; the 
Moral by correcting, the Ceremonial by directing, 


8. Scripture- goſpel is Chriſt's Light, whereby we know 


him; Chriſt's Voice, whereby we hear and follow 
him '; Chriſt's Cords of Love, whereby we are drawn 
into ſweet Union and Communion with him; yea, it 
is the Power of God unto Salvation, unto all them that 

believe in Chriſt Jeſus n. Keep therefore Jeſus Chriſt 
ſtill in your Eye, in the Peruſal of the Scripture, as the 
End, Scope and Subſtance thereof: For as the Sun gives 
Light to all the heavenly Bodies; fo Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Sim of Righteouſneſs n, gives Light to all the Holy 

Scriptures. e | 
2dly, Still remember how Jeſus Chriſt is revealed in 
D Scrip- 


b ohn g. 30. Aﬀs 3. 18, &c. Aﬀs 7. 52. & 10. 43. Rom. 10. . 
2 Cov. 3. 14, 16» Gal. 3. 24. 1 Cor. 2. 2. Rev. 19. 10. | 2 Con. 1. 20. 
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Scripture, gradually in Promiſe and Covenants, till the 
Noon-day of the Goſpel ſhined moſt clearly; eſpeciall 
in thoſe moſt remarkable Periods of Time. 1. To 4 
dam immediately upon his Fall, moſt obſcurely and im- 
perfectly. 2. To Nozh, more clearly than to Adam. 
3. To Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, more clearly than 
to Noah. 4. To Moſes and T/rael at Mount Sinai, 
more clearly than to Abraham. 5. To David and his 
Seed, more clearly than to Moſes. 6. To Iſrael after 
the Babylonſp Captivity, more clearly than to David. 
7. To the Church under the New Teſtament, the 
_ Covenant is laid open more clearly than to all o- 
racrs. 

For, (1.) God is a God of Order; and he makes known 
his gracious Contrivances orderly. (2.) Chriſt, and Sal- 
vation by him, are Treaſures too high and precious to be 
diſcloſed all at once to the Church. (z.) The State of 
the Church is various; ſhe hath her Infancy, her Youth, 
and all the Degrees of her Minority, as alſo her riper 
Age: And therefore God revealed Chriſt, not according 
to his own Ability of Revealing, but according to his 
Church's Capacity of Receiving. (4.) This gradual 
Revealing of Chriſt ſuits well with our Condition in 
this World, which is not perfect, but growing on to 
Perfection, fully attainable in Heaven 1 Now, this 
gradual unvailing of the Covenant and Promiſes in Chriſt, 
is to be much conſidered throughout the whole Scripture; 
that we may fee the Wiidom of God's Diſpenſations, 
the Imperfection of the Church's Conditions here, eſpe- 
cially in her Minority; and the Uſefulneſs of comparing 
the more dark and imperfect, with the more clear and 
compleat Manifeſtations of the Myſteries of God's Grace 
in Chriſt. 

zdly, Well compare the Texts of Scripture, you would 
underſtand, with the Context 5 and note the Coherence. 
(Auguſtine) For (tho' ſome Scriptures are laid down in 
certain independing Aphoriſms, like an Heap of Gold 
Rings or diſtinct N as moſt Part of the HTS ; 

yet 
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) the Generality of the Scriptures is concatenated or 
inked together, Part with Part, like a Golden Chain in- 
twiſted or woven together like a curious Silken Web, 
one Thing ſo de * upon another, as (Auguſtine) 
they mutually help to Ge interpreting of one another. 
Conſider therefore ſtill the Coherence and Dependence, 
otherwiſe you will run into a thouſand Miſunderſtandings. 
As, where it is faid, If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where o, &c. a weak Chriſtian perhaps is diſcouraged 
hereby, thinks he ſhall ſcarce ever come to Heaven, 
Now, the Context clears it: For the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
that Zudgement (or Affliction) muſt begin at the Houſe 
of God ?, God's People; and thence argues to the Certain- 
ty of wicked Mens greater Puniſhments : So that (/rarce- 
ly be fared) is to be underſtood, not of ſpiritual and 
eternal Salvation from Hell, but of temporal Salvation 
from temporal Afflictions and Perſecutions, from which 
the Righteous ſhall not be free. 

41hly, Compare dark Places with clearer ; What is in 
one Place vail'd, is in another Place unvaiFd : As, 
with Parables, confer the Expoſition 4 ; with Yſions, 
the Interpretation ?; with Zaws, the Explication thereof £ 
Sc. For, as Auguſtine hath obſerved, © In thoſe Things 
that are plainly laid down in Scripture are found all 
Things containing Faith and Manners 5 and Places 
- 9 are to be illuſtrated by thoſe that are mani- 
cc eſt.” ; 

5:hly, Explain thoſe Places, wherein any Matter or, 
Subject of Divinity is touched only occafionally or acci- 
dentally, with ſundry other Places wherein it is handled 
and inſiſted upon purpoſely and profeſſedly, which are 
the very Seat and chief Foundation of the Argument. 
As, if you would underſtand 7azes, Chap. 2. touching 
Juſtification by Works, as well as by Faith, when Juſti- 
fication is ſpoken of more accidentally, compare it with 
the 


I Pet. 4. 18. ” 1 Per. 4. 17. & v. 18. 4 Mat. 13, 3, &6 
r Rev. 1. 12, 13. & 20, Mat. 5. 2. to the End. 


Nales for n e, 


7 ite co e 2 Chap. 23:3, 4, Or. whoa 
Juſißcation is purpoſely and fully handled, So that, if 
ou would underſtand any Texts about the Matter of 
ee conſult with Places where the Creation is pur- 


poſely handled as in . „ 7 82 I, Oro 2. and 


Pal. 104. 


— 
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RULE IX. 1 


FIN IN KL. L. I, The oth and laſt Drag hal com- 
8 84 to tie Reader, for the Improvement of hea- 
veply, Dexterity m, and Underſtanding of the Holy Scri- 
Ptures, 5 P.ideavour ſincerely to practiſe Scripture, and 
Jou Mal! lol; Aly underſtand Scripture, As Bernard ſaid 
truly, “ He rightly reads the Scriptures, that turns 
yg Ports” into Works, Knowing into Doing. The 
mightet Man in Practice, will in the Fad” prove the 
mightieſt Man in Scripture. Theory- is the Guide of 
Practice, Practice the Lite of Theory. When Scriptute- 
conten plation and Experience both meet together In the 
Tame Perlon, true Scripture-underſtanding mult needs be 
Heightned and doubled. To this Effect is Chriſt's Pro- 
miſe; My Doctrine is not mine, but his that fent we. 
any Man will do his Will, be ſpall know, of the Dockrine, 
zoherber it be of God *. To the like Purpoſe ſubſcribes 
the Experience of David ; Thou through thy Command. 


Mens haft made me wiſer "than mine Enemies : For they 


re ever with me. I have mote Underſtanding than all my 
Teachers : For thy Teſtimmies are my Meditation, I 


under ſtad more than the Antients ; becauſe I Lad 44 


Dre 2 
5 80 Deo Gloria. 


; | _ © 14 . 7 ) F 3 
2 Fobn 7. 16, I7. * P/al, 119. 98, 99, 110. 
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